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Secret Service Head Says Monitoring Curbs Cut Flow of Information 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 12 ' '(UPI) — Jus^ 
tice Department- restrictions on domestic 
surveillance have cut sharply into - the 
supply of intelligence the Secret Service 
needs to protect the President's life, the' 
head of the agency told Congress today. 

H. S. Knight, the Secret Service direc- 
tor, told the House assassinations com- 
mittee that a result of guidelines the At- 
torney General imposed in 1976 to prevent 
abuses in domestic surveillance “has 
been significantly less information.” 

“We no longer get information on 
groups which we think we should be re- 
ceiving — groups that urge violence or 
tell how to make bombs or Molotov cock- 
tails, " Mr. Knight said. 

Less Information for F.B.I. 

The Secret Service depends on intelli- 
gence it. receives from the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation, which was placed 
under the guidelines because,of illegal in- ! 


vasions of privacy and other constitu- 
tional violations. . 

. William H. Webster, the Director of the 
F.B.I. , told the committee yesterday that 
the bureau now has much less informa- 
tion to make available to the Secret Serv- 
ice because of the guidelines. 

The committee chairman, Representa- 
tive Louis Stokes, Democrat of Ohio,, 
cited a widespread belief that there was 
no way to stop a determined assassin. 

“Our philosophy is to put enough hur- 
dles in their way to make it extremely dif- 
ficult,” Mr. Knight said on that point. 
“We are charged with preventing some- 
thing from happening. We are trying to 
run a zero-defect operation. We ha ve very 
little margin of error. ” 

He added, “The best way is to know 
who is planning what, how and when.” 
Such information, which usually comes 
from informers or secret surveillance;' 


has been reduced by the guidelines, Mr. 
Knight said. 

The committee is preparing legislative 
recommendations based on its two-year’ 
review of the assassinations of. President 
Kennedy in 1963 and of the Rey. Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. in 1968. 

To Write New Charters 
Congress next year will consider writ- 
ing the intelligence-gathering guidelines 
into law in the form of charters for the 
F.B.I. and the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy. ' , 

Mr, Knight said he had no objection to 
including the Secret Service. He noted,.; 
however, that the Secret Service had no 
record of past abuses such as the F.B.I. 's . 
illegal wiretaps, break-ins without war- 
rants to search or to install bugs, mail 
openings and h^rassments of extremist 
organizatipns. 

Conflicts between Federal and local po- 


lice authority, which caused large-scale 
confusion shortly after the Kennedy as- . 
sassination in Dallas, have been ended by 
a law declaring Federal jurisdiction, Mr. 
Knight remarked. 

But the Attorney General must for- 
mally assert Federal jurisdiction before 
Federal law pre-empts local laws, he 
said. He added that the pre-emption 
should be automatic because the Secret 
Service must act quickly. 



